CONTINUING ELIGIBILITY/SATISFACTORY PROGRESS
To be eligible to represent an institution in intercollegiate athletics competition, a student-athlete shall be enrolled in at least a minimum full-time program of studies, be in good academic standing and maintain satisfactory progress toward a baccalaureate or equivalent degree.

Full-Time Enrollment:

At the time of practice and competition, the student-athlete must be enrolled in at least twelve (12) degree credit hours to be eligible.  Neither correspondence courses nor repeated course in which a passing grade was previously received may be used to meet the 12 hour rule. 

Declaration of Degree Program:

The student-athlete must declare a major by your fifth semester (and a minor if required).  After declaring your major (and minor) at least 12 credits each term (24 semester credits per year) must be towards your degree.  If you are in a degree program that does not require a minor, credits in a minor cannot be counted in the 12 or 24 hour rules.  
Many degree programs offered at UMD will first admit a student into a “pre” program until such time as prerequisites for the degree are met. If a student-athlete is admitted into the “pre” program, he/she will have until the start of the seventh term to complete the prerequisites and be admitted to the degree-granting program in order to be considered as making satisfactory academic progress.
Good Academic Standing and Satisfactory Progress:

Whether or not a student-athlete is in good academic standing and is maintaining satisfactory progress shall be determined by meeting the numerous qualifications set forth by the student’s individual collegiate unit, the NCAA or both. 

It is also important to note that in some cases the satisfactory progress rules of the NCAA and UMD may not be the same.  When there is conflict between the two sets of guidelines, the more restrictive rules will prevail.  Examples are as follows:


1)  
To be eligible, a student-athlete must be in good academic standing in his/her college;


2) 
As per University of Minnesota Duluth regulations, to remain eligible after the student-athlete’s first term of the freshman year, the student-athlete must maintain the following minimum grade-point average: 

              


20 semester credits or less a 1.80

               


21 semester credits or more a 2.00

Minimum Grade Point Average (Division II):


In addition to the minimum grade established by the individual collegiate units, the NCAA has established the following minimum grade point average based on completed credit hours.

              


at the completion of 24 semester hours 1.80

              


at the completion of 48 semester hours 1.90

             


at the completion of 72 semester hours 2.00

Percent of Degree Requirements (Division I):

For student-athletes first entering college after August 1,2003, certain minimal levels of progress towards a degree shall be required each year:



Year of collegiate enrollment

% of completed course required               









in degree program 
            


Third   (5th semester)


           
40%

             

Fourth (7th semester)


      

60%




Fifth    (9th semester)


          
80%

Percent of grade point average required for graduation in degree program (Division I):



Year of collegiate enrollment

% of grade point average required in degree program 

             

24 or more credits attempted


90%
          




Third year/5th semester


           
95%

          


Fourth year/7th semester


100%

             

Fifth year/9th semester


          
100%

Credit Requirements (Divisions I & II):


a)  
24 semester degree credits or 36 quarter degree credits during the previous academic year including summer school, of which 75% must be during the normal academic year; or


b)  
an average of 12 degree credits during each term of full-time enrollment in the past academic year; or

c)  
24 semester or 36 quarter degree credits since the last season of competition; or

d) 
an average of 12 degree credits for each term the student athlete has been in full-time attendance.

e)
6 credits the preceding regular term in which the student-athlete was enrolled as a full-time student at any collegiate institution.

Repeat Courses:


A repeat class can be used to meet the 12/24 credit hour rule only when the original grade in the course was a “D” or “F”, 

Once a major has been declared, a course cannot be used to fulfill the credit hour requirements or satisfactory progress if the course must be repeated to meet the requirements of the degree. Currently, this applies to those entering the teaching profession, and pertains to all courses in the major and minor field.

Transfer Regulations:

Transfer students must have been eligible at their previous institution had they remained, and cannot have been admitted to UMD on any type of probation.  You must have 24 semester or 36 quarter degree transferable credits the previous academic year you were in residence, and average at least 12 degree transferable credits for each term you were in attendance. 

In Division I men’s ice hockey, the student-athlete is required to establish one year of residency at UMD prior to being able to compete against outside competition. However, in Division I women’s ice, the student athlete is not required to establish residency before competing.

If the student-athlete transfers within the North Central Conference, the following bylaws must be adhered to:
1. Same Sport Student-Athlete: One (1) season of competition must elapse between

competition at the original Conference institution and competition at the certifying

Conference institution for a student-athlete transferring within the Conference and

competing in the same sport. This requirement is applicable only to individuals who transfer within the Conference and meet the definition of “student-athlete” as defined in NCAA Bylaw 12.02.5. (This would include redshirts.)

2. Two Different Sports Student-Athlete: There shall be a one (1) calendar year time

lapse between competition at the original Conference institution and competition at

the certifying Conference institution for a student-athlete transferring within the

Conference and competing in two different sports.
 After transferring within the Conference, a student-athlete may not receive athletics aid even if it is permissible per NCAA rules (e.g., NCAA Bylaw 13.1.1.3) until the student-athlete fulfills the requirements in the NCC [Note: This rule shall be effective beginning with the 2001-2002 academic year for all student-athletes who transfer after the first day of practice or the first day of classes, whichever is earlier.]
There are three exceptions that would exempt student-athletes from NCC Bylaw
1. his/her sport was dropped by the first institution;
2. the student-athlete’s athletic aid was not renewed by the first institution; 
3. the student-athlete was not receiving athletically-related aid at the first institution.
