FRESHMAN ELIGIBILITY 

All incoming freshman must register and be certified though the NCAA initial-eligibility Clearinghouse prior to being allowed to practice or compete against outside competition at the University of Minnesota Duluth.

What is the NCAA Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse?


The NCAA Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse is the organization that certifies the eligibility status for all prospective student-athletes who have a desire to compete at any NCAA Division I or Division II institution during their first academic year of collegiate enrollment. Without such certification, the individual will not be allowed to practice or compete against outside competition during their first academic year of attendance.

What are the qualifications needed to compete at the Division I and Division II level?


Division I requires:

1) Academic Requirements (grades 9-12): 14 core courses (recognized academic) consisting of*:

`


English


4 years




Math


2 years at a level of Algebra I or higher

Science
2 years (to include a “lab” course if offered by the school)




Additional course        
1 in math, English or science




Social Studies

2 years

Addition courses
3 years of any of the above subject areas or foreign language, philosophy or non doctrinal religion (no computer science)

2) GPA/Test score:


Division I uses a sliding GPA/Test Score index ranging from a 3.550 with a 400 SAT or a 37 ACT to a 2.00 and a1010/86.

3) Graduate from High School

*Beginning August 1, 2008, the requirements will increase to 16 core courses consisting of English (4), math (3), science (2), additional course (1), social studies (2), additional courses (4).

Division II requires:

1) Academic Requirements (grades 9-12): 14 core courses (recognized academic) consisting of:

`


English


3 years




Math


2 years at a level of Algebra I or higher

Science
2 years (to include a “lab” course if offered by the school)




Additional course       
 2 in math, English or science




Social Studies

2 years

Addition courses
3 years of any of the above subject areas or foreign language, philosophy or non doctrinal religion (no computer science)

2) GPA/Test score:


Minimum of a ACT score of a 68 or an SAT score of an 820.

3) Graduate from High School

Eligibility status:

Division I

Qualifier: 


Meets all eligibility standards and is eligible to practice, travel, compete against outside competition, and receive athletically related financial aid.

Has 4 years of eligibility.

Non-qualifier:


~Has not graduated from high school or who presented neither the core curriculum gpa and required test score for a qualifier.

~A non-qualifier is not be eligible for regular season competition or practice, nor attend practice sessions, during the first academic year in residence, and may not receive athletically related financial aid.

~A non-qualifier shall not engage in more than 3 seasons of competition, but shall be granted a fourth season provided that by the beginning of the fifth academic year the student-athlete has completed 80% of his or her designated degree program*

Division II

Qualifier: 


~Meets all eligibility standards and is eligible to practice, compete   against outside competition, and receive athletically related financial aid.

~Has 4 years of eligibility.

Partial qualifier:


~A high school graduate who does not meet the required core gpa/test score requirement. 

~Cannot receive athletically related financial aid during the first academic year of attendance.

~Can practice only on-campus, and cannot travel or compete against outside competition.


~Has 4 years of eligibility.

Non-qualifier:


~An individual who meets neither the core-curriculum gpa nor test score requirements.


~Cannot receive athletically related financial aid during the first academic year of attendance and cannot practice, travel or compete against outside competition during the first academic year in residence.


~Has 4 years of eligibility.

Time limits for meeting requirements:


Division I: by the end of the 12th grade year, unless the individual is repeating a course and then the individual must complete an entire regular term and first enrollment cannot occur until the next academic year.

Division II: completion of test score requirement and core course requirements prior to first matriculation at a two or four year institution.

Both: From the time the student-athlete first reports to an organized practice at the four year institution, he/she has 45 days in which to receive final certification. If final certification is not obtained in the 45 days, the student-athlete must be withheld from any further practices and cannot participate against outside competition until such certification is obtained.

How can one apply?


1) The prospective student-athlete can register on-line by completing the Student Release Form at: www.ncaaclearinghouse.net.


2) Once this is done, the student-athlete must contact their high school guidance office to have an official transcript reflecting all course taken in grades 9-12 sent to the Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse will only accept official transcripts and will only accept them from the high school in a letterhead envelope. This can be done beginning about February 1, of their junior year.

3) After graduating, the student-athlete must request that a final transcript, reflecting the date of graduation, be sent to the Clearinghouse.

