Statement of Operating Principles for Intercollegiate Athletics

Preamble:  The University adopts the following operating principles to govern the operation of its intercollegiate athletic programs.

Academic Standards:

Students who participate in intercollegiate competition must meet all academic standards for admission to the University and for continued progress after beginning an academic program.  A student’s academic work takes precedence over athletic activity.  The University will not allow participation in intercollegiate athletics to interfere unreasonably with a student’s academic program or progress towards a degree.  A student may not participate in intercollegiate athletics unless he or she is making continuously responsible progress towards obtaining a degree.  Our goal is to have student-athletes graduating at a rate that is better than that of the general student population.

Student-Athlete Responsibility:

Student participants in intercollegiate athletics carry a special responsibility as representatives of the University.  For the privilege of participating in intercollegiate athletics and, in many cases, receiving an athletic grant-in-aid, the University expects its student-athletes to adhere to team, departmental, campus and University rules, and to reflect exemplary standards of academic and personal behavior, including the principles of sportsmanship and conduct.

Recruiting and Athletic Grants-in-Aid:

The University is committed to honest and responsible recruiting of studentathletes who can benefit from a University of Minnesota Duluth education and who can contribute to the University as members of its academic and athletic programs.  Consistent with budgeting limitations and program priorities, athletic grants-in-aid may be offered to attract such students to the University.

Level of Competition:

The intercollegiate athletic teams on the Duluth campus will participate at the NCAA Division I level in men’s and women’s ice hockey and at the NCAA Division II level in all other sports.

Institutional Integrity and Responsibility:

The University will operate its intercollegiate athletic program in conformance with its own institutional rules as well as the rules of the NCAA, NCC, WCHA, and other appropriate governing bodies.

Institutional Cooperation:

In all matters, including academic, research and service functions, the intercollegiate athletic programs shall cooperate to the fullest extent with all departments of the University to promote the best interests of the athletic programs to the community.

University Control:

The educational values, practices, and mission of the University of Minnesota Duluth determine the standards by which the intercollegiate athletic programs will be conducted.  Intercollegiate athletics programs are an integral part of the University and are the responsibility of the University within the principles of academic and financial integrity; regular outside independent review and certification; and the Chancellor’s responsibility, control, and oversight.  Support and involvement by alumni, booster groups, and others is necessary and welcome, helping to serve the outreach mission of intercollegiate athletics.  However, all activities by such groups and individuals affecting intercollegiate athletics must be undertaken in conformance with applicable regulations and under the strict control of appropriate University personnel.

Vision Statement:
The University of Minnesota Duluth intercollegiate athletic program is centered around the total development of the student-athlete.  This is evident through a fierce commitment to providing high quality coaching, sport science, academic support services, the highest level of competitive opportunities, and outstanding facilities to enable each student-athlete to fulfill his/her full personal, academic, and athletic potential.  Realizing this vision requires effective and timely decision-making, fiscal vigilance and responsibility, and innovative approaches to securing required resources.

In support of this vision, the staff is fully cognizant and sensitive to their duty-of-care for all student-athletes.  An environment in which a strong work ethic, loyalty, mutual respect, trust, and teamwork are highly valued and cultivated enables all staff to continually realize departmental and personal objectives.

While student-athlete centered, the intercollegiate athletic program recognizes and embraces its role in building a sense of community and pride on campus and as a bridge with alumni, friends, and the community at large.  In all its activities, the athletic program will steadfastly support and honor the traditions, values, and mission of the University.

Mission Statement:
The mission of the University of Minnesota Duluth intercollegiate athletics program is to facilitate the personal growth and education of young men and women through their participation in NCAA Division I and II athletics.  Athletic and other events organized by the department also provide an opportunity for the University to build positive relationships with the campus, its constituencies and the community at large.

