Student-Athlete Code of Conduct

I.
Standards of Conduct
LISTNUM 1 \l 1
As a student‑athlete at the University of Minnesota Duluth you are a public figure responsible for representing the University in the most positive way.  Your behavior and actions must be exemplary at all times and befitting the expectations of your teammates, coaches, the University, and community.  You must also conduct yourself so as not to impair the welfare or educational opportunities of others in the University community.

LISTNUM 1 \l 1
Once you are established as an athlete, you are expected to uphold this conduct code until the completion of your eligibility or such time that you are no longer a student-athlete at the University of Minnesota Duluth.

3.
Student-athletes at the University of Minnesota Duluth are subject to the standards and conduct embodied in the following:

1.  State, federal, civil and criminal laws;

2.
University of Minnesota Duluth Student Conduct Code and other applicable student conduct policies, including the hazing policy;

3.
Team rules;

4.
Athletic Department rules;

5.
NCAA Rules

6
WCHA and NCC rules.

Violation of any of these standards of conduct may result in discipline, as further described in Part II below.

T
The failure of a student-athlete to report to his or her Head Coach or the Director of Athletics, within 24 hours, any violation of the above standards of conduct may also result in discipline, as further described below. 
tc \l1 "The failure of a student-athlete to report to his or her Head Coach or the Director of Athletics, within 24 hours, any violation of the above standards of conduct may also result in discipline, as further described below. 
II.      Sanctions and Disciplinary Process

1.
Possible Sanctions.  Sanctions may vary depending on the type and circumstances of the violation.  Appropriate sanctions may include:

1.
Warning.  The issuance of a written warning.

2.
Probation.  Special status with conditions imposed for a limited time.

3.
Temporary Suspension.  Removal of a student-athlete from all Athletic Department activities for a limited period of time.

4.
Suspension.  Removal of a student-athlete from all Athletic Department activities for (calendar) year beginning from the date of the suspension.

5.
Expulsion from Team.  Permanent removal from Athletic Department activities.

6.
Withdrawal of Financial Aid.  Termination of athletic-related financial aid at first opportunity allowable by NCAA regulations.

LISTNUM 1 \l 1 \s 2
Violation of Team Rules.  The Head Coach and the Director of Athletics both have the authority to impose sanctions for violations of team rules.  The sanctions may include any of the sanctions described above.  The Head Coach, however, may not impose the sanction of suspension or expulsion from the team without the approval of the Director of Athletics.

LISTNUM 1 \l 1
Violation of Other Rules or Policies.  For violations of rules and policies other than team rules (for example, violations of NCAA rules, the Student Conduct Code, etc.), the Head Coach may impose sanctions, with the approval of the Director of Athletics.

LISTNUM 1 \l 1
Violation of Criminal Law.   When a student-athlete has engaged in conduct that is in violation of the criminal law, whether that conduct constitutes a misdemeanor, gross misdemeanor, felony, or any other class of criminal conduct, the Head Coach must report that information to the Director of Athletics and may impose sanctions with the approval of the Director of Athletics.

LISTNUM 1 \l 1
Administrative Suspension When Student-Athlete Charged with Criminal Violation.  Student-athletes who are arrested for or charged with violating the criminal law will be placed on immediate administrative suspension from involvement in team activity pending further investigation.  If the alleged violation of law would constitute a misdemeanor violation, the Head Coach has the authority to decide whether to lift the administrative suspension.  If the alleged violation of law would constitute a more serious violation, however, only the Director of Athletics may lift the administrative suspension.  In all cases in which a student-athlete is arrested for or charged with illegal gambling or sexual misconduct or violence, the student-athlete will be immediately suspended, and the suspension may be lifted only by the Director of Athletics.

LISTNUM 1 \l 1
First-Time Offenses.  Some first-time offenses are serious enough to warrant any of the possible sanctions listed above.

LISTNUM 1 \l 1
Multi-Sport Athletes.  Multi-sport athletes will not be relieved of any sanction when changing sports.

LISTNUM 1 \l 1
Underage Alcohol Violation.  An underage alcohol consumption violation will be sanctioned at minimum with probation, the terms of which will be determined by the Director of Athletics and the Head Coach.

III.       Definition of Team Function
A registered student organization, sport club or athletic team function is defined as: 

any gathering, whether on- or off-campus, where the intent or reason to gather is to conduct business or engage in any activity related to the organization(s purpose, and is organized, arranged or initiated by members of the organization, club or team, or is promoted or communicated using organizational or university resources, such as, but not limited to, e-mail, fliers or any communication at any other organizational function.

If any university policies or civil or criminal laws are violated during a function and there is no 

clear evidence that the sponsoring organization attempted any restraining action through its members or officers, the organization could be held responsible and disciplinary action may be taken.

IV.
Appeals
A student-athlete may appeal sanctions imposed upon him or her by the Head Coach or the Athletic Director through the campus student judicial processes.  The student may commence appeal by contacting the UMD Campus Assembly Committee of Student Affairs at the Office of Vice Chancellor for Academic Support and Student Life.

HAZING POLICY
The University of Minnesota Duluth Department of Intercollegiate Athletics is unequivocally opposed to all forms of hazing involving student‑athletes, coaches, or staff members.  The Department of Intercollegiate Athletics is equally opposed to any encouragement of hazing by student‑athletes, coaches, or staff.

In addition to any disciplinary action which may be taken by the University in accordance with appropriate policies and procedures, the Department of Intercollegiate Athletics will take action against personnel who encourage or willfully ignore hazing activities.

(Hazing( means any act by one or more individuals that results in endangering the mental or physical health or safety of a person, subjecting a person to mental or physical discomfort, embarrassment, harassment, ridicule, or humiliation, or destroying or removing public or private property, for the purpose of initiation into or continued membership on a team, regardless of the person(s willingness to participate in the activity.

Hazing shall be punishable pursuant to the provisions of the Student-Athlete Code of Conduct.  In any circumstance, the Director of Athletics may opt to refer a reported incident directly to the University of Minnesota Duluth Student Conduct Code Coordinator.

In the event a hazing victim informs an Athletics Department employee of an incident, the victim must be advised that he or she has a choice to report the incident to the Athletics Department for internal review pursuant to the Student-Athlete Code of Conduct or to report the incident to the University of Minnesota Duluth Student Conduct Code Coordinator
